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FOUR GENERA OF SCELIONIDAE NEW
TO THE PHILIPPINES

Alberto T. Barrion'

The proctotrupoid family Scelionidae is primarily entomophagous. Members
of the family are small species parasitizing eggs of insects and other arthropods
(Borror et al., 1976; Riek, 1979). Some naturally-occurring species have been
successfully used in the biological control of insect pests of agricultural crops
(Sankaran, 1974; Yasumatsu et al., 1981; Bin & Johnson, 1982; Johnson, 1984 &
1988; Orr, 1988; Polaszek & Kimani, 1990).

In the Philippines, knowledge on the scelionid wasps is limited to the catalogue
of Philippine Hymenoptera by Baltazar (1966). She reported 97 species belonging
to 32 genera. Recent examination of the parasitic hymenopteran collections kept
at the Taxonomy Laboratory of the Entomology and Plant Pathology Division at
the International Rice Research Institute, Los Banos, Laguna, Philippines, revealed
interesting specimens of proctotrupoids. This paper reports four genera of scelionids
new to the Philippines with notes on their hosts. All belong to the subfamily
Scelioninae.

Genus Tribe Host
1. Baeus Baeini Egg cocoons of araneid and tetragnathid spiders
2. Encyrtoscelio Gryonini  Unknown
3. Idris Idrini Egg cocoons of clubionid or sac spiders
4. Odontacolus  Idrini Egg cocoon of sparassid or giant crab spiders.

In total, the four scelionid genera contain six new species, which will be
described in a separate paper.
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